Senior Team Report 2007
The team year started in February with the indoor showjumping qualifier held at Wix.  As usual, a very long day ensued with the seniors not jumping until late afternoon.  There were some new faces on the team who jumped well, but the standard as in previous years was extremely high, and even minor mistakes proved expensive so no rosettes this time.

The action then moved outdoors with the first qualifier being the dressage hosted by ourselves.  The large number of representatives endured the first of what was to be a very wet season of Area competitions.  We fielded 3 novice and one open team who all acquitted themselves well, but the day really belonged to Abi Jacobs who along with several very high placings on her open horses, also won the medium qualifier for good measure.
The next competition to be held was the riding test and style jumping qualifiers, disciplines in which the club is traditionally strong and successful.  This time, the weather was not wet, it was positively monsoon like, and the normally good going at Thorne Court rapidly deteriorated into a quagmire.  Poor Jill paid the price of a soaking wet saddle when the normally reliable Sean put in a massive buck in protest at the driving rain and decanted her – just seconds before the judge blew the final whistle for an otherwise well jumped round.  Despite everyone slipping and sliding round the dressage arenas and jumps, we still managed to qualify one team for the riding test, plus Jill as an individual, and Crabby also qualified for the style jumping – mainly thanks to a season’s hunting which meant she was unfazed, if unamused, by the conditions.

The dreadful weather continued unabated for the outdoor showjumping which was held at Tendring Hundred’s showground at Weeley.  Earlier in the spring, due to the hard ground which had resulted from 6 weeks of no rain, Tendring Riding Club put down 400 tonnes of sand – little did they know how wet the rest of the season would be!  It’s difficult to know whether or not it would have been worse if they’d left well alone, but the surface certainly did not appeal to all horses.  Unfortunately, we could only raise 3 people for the novice team and one open individual, and after I filled my horsebox with petrol instead of diesel, it meant that the novice team were reduced to competing as individuals only.
The final qualifier was the horse trials held as usual at Poplar Park.  In fact, due to the ongoing weather problems, this was pretty much the only competition held that weekend, thanks to the sand at Hollesley acting like a veritable sponge.  The course was bigger than in previous years which was good to see as it ensured the right combinations went through to Offchurch which is a true championship course.  The senior team had a great day – all horses did good tests, and jumped extremely well, with the end result being 3rd in the qualifier and in the area.  This is the first top 3 team placing we’ve had in this discipline for as long as I can remember.

Then it was off to Lincoln for the championships at the beginning of September.  At long last, the weather was kind to us – not too hot, and thankfully dry.  Unbelievably though, the ground was rock hard – how?!  The riding test squad all put in polished performances with the team coming 6th.  Poor Abi had to contend with the Red Arrows practicing manoeuvres overhead during her medium dressage test, and although Ki was very tense as a result, he managed to hold the plot – a testament to Abi’s tactful riding.  Crabby competed as an individual in the style jumping and finished a satisfying 4th before turning out again the next day to put all those retired veterans in their place by winning the Evergreen Horse title.
Unbelievably, the 2008 qualifiers have already started, with the hunter trials being held in early October at Geldeston.  As this venue has been used over the last few years, the course was run backwards which meant that a lot of the difficult questions came very early on, before horses had got into their stride.  However, despite the general carnage which ensued, the novice team did extremely well and finished a creditable 6th.  BRC have introduced some new qualifiers this year for the Festival of the Hunter, including a pairs competition – Jill and Abi rode brilliantly to come 3rd.

The final competition for this report is the quiz which this year was hosted by Suffolk Riding Club at Mendlesham.  I understand that the food was great and the questions interesting (I think they meant tough), and the team did well to finish 6th as the opposition was extremely fierce.

Looking ahead, we are sending teams to the indoor showjumping qualifier which has been brought forward to this weekend for seniors this year following the mammoth competitions held each February, and then there is the winter dressage qualifier which is another new competition which is being held in early December.  Luckily, there is a bit of a breather before it all starts again but I would like to remind people that if they want to be on teams next year, please complete the section on the membership forms – if I don’t know you have ambitions to represent the club, I won’t be calling you.  Equally, if you change your mind part way through the year that you do want to turn out for us, please give me a call and tell me.  The only criteria is that your horse must have a valid and current flu certificate – I know I bang on about this like a broken record, but the rules do not flex and we have had several instances this year of horses being disqualified from the qualifiers due to minor discrepancies.  Please send me copies of your documents early next year so I can check them whilst there is still time to correct any problems.
Finally, I’d like to thank all the people who have represented us this year for being totally professional, irrespective of whether they had a good day or otherwise.  You’d be surprised at what happens in some of the other clubs.  Also, a word of thanks to the people on the ground who either groom for team members, provide manpower at the qualifiers (no scorers equals no results etc), or last but certainly not least who organise fundraising events which enable us to finance our teams.  
