Sunday 28/02/2010 – Senior SJ Qualifier Wix EC

Report from Kelly Duncan

The team was formed consisting of Sue Westmore, Kelly Duncan, Jill Hillyard and Jess Mace but due to an injury Rebecca Brooks kindly dusted off her beautiful noble steed, Arthur to replace Sue and Jerri. We wish Jerri a speedy recovery. 

So Kelly, Jess, Jill and Rebecca all headed to Wix EC on the not so sunny day of Sunday 28th February 2010. Kelly, Jess and Rebecca all entered the second class, 2ft6 the small open two phase competition for a much needed warm up or perhaps drying off round after getting saturated tacking up! Kelly was in the lead and after handing over her miniature ‘lucky’ whip to Jess was pipped to the post of 1st place by her fellow team-mate. So the little (Medicine Man) and the large (Shinas Rainbow Promise) colored horses started the day with a 1st and 2nd placing and brightly colored rosettes. Poor Rebecca was feeling a little left out as she desperately wanted a rosette too so the heat was on.... 

The next classes were class 3 the Senior Novice SJ Qualifier, 80cms followed by class 3a the Senior Area 14 Novice Competition, 85cms. There were nine teams present and we were the second team on the list to compete. Rebecca jumped first, Jill 2nd, Kelly 3rd and Jess was feeling the pressure of being 4th.

The course was almost the same as the 2ft6 round although the first fence was at a rather tight angle at the spooky far end of the arena and had some not so inviting fillers to start! Nice! We all managed to get round with two clears and two on four faults. 

Round two (class 3a) was the same course but a little bigger and despite the long wait for our next turn to come around all horses jumped this round a lot better. 

We all awaited in anticipation and the results were announced we had an overall placing of 3rd which is a great result and was closely followed by a shout of “Kelly we’ve got rosettes” from Rebecca! 

Photographs can be found on Neil Fortescue’s website. Under Equestrian, Wix 28/02/10, Class 2, Class 3 and Class 3a.

Our thanks go to High Fen Riding Club for hosting the event. Well done to all that competed and our thanks to the trusty grooms and we look forward to seeing you at the next competition.

