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RULES FOR TEAM COMPETITIONS

SHOW JUMPING 

Junior and Senior Novice Indoor Show Jumping  

First round max fence height 2’6” (75 cm).  Second round max fence height 2’9” (85 cm).  Team of four riders, with the best three scores to count. This competition is not open to individual entries.  All riders compete in two rounds of jumping. The second round is timed and these times are used to determine lower placings, if faults alone cannot do this.   Each team will jump two rounds with the best three scores in each round to count for the team total.  In the event of team equality for first place at the end of the second round, there will be a jump-off.

Eligibility of horses and riders:  

A horse can only compete in one of the Novice, Intermediate or Open competitions in the same competition year.  A horse may not compete in more than one class over the same course in any one day.  Horses must not have won any money in BSJA affiliated competitions, other than Notional prize money gained in 70 cms or 80 cms classes held at BSJA Intro Shows.  Horses must not have won any SJAI points in affiliated competitions prior to the date of the close of preliminary entries and must not have won any BE or IHTS Horse Trials points. For every full year during which a horse with BSJA winnings remains unregistered, £50 may be deducted for the purposes of calculating eligibility for official BRC competitions.  If the horse is re-registered with the relevant discipline, all previous points/winnings gained prior to the horse being un-registered, will be re-activated. 

Junior and Senior Novice Outdoor Show Jumping  

First round max fence height 2’6” (75 cm).  Second round max fence height 2’9” (85 cm).  Team of four riders, with the best three scores to count.  Also open to individual entries. All team members are automatically entered as individuals, so if the team does not get placed a team member can still be placed.  All riders compete in two rounds of jumping. The second round is timed and these times are used to determine lower placings, if faults alone cannot do this.   Each team will jump two rounds with the best three scores in each round to count for the team total.  In the event of team equality for first place at the end of the second round, there will be a jump-off. 

Eligibility of horses and riders: 

A horse can only compete in one of the Novice, Intermediate or Open competitions in the same competition year.  A horse may not compete in more than one class over the same course in any one day.  Horses must not have won any money in BSJA or SJAI points in affiliated competitions prior to the date of the close of preliminary entries and must not have won any BE or IHTS Horse Trials points. 

Senior Intermediate Outdoor Show Jumping  

First round max fence height 3” (90 cm).  Second round max fence height 3’3” (1m).  Team of four riders, with the best three scores to count.  Also open to individual entries. All team members are automatically entered as individuals, so if the team does not get placed a team member can still be placed.  All riders compete in two rounds of jumping. The second round is timed and these times are used to determine lower placings, if faults alone cannot do this.  Each team will jump two rounds with the best three scores in each round to count for the team total.  In the event of team equality for first place at the end of the second round, there will be a jump-off. 

Eligibility of horses and riders:  

A horse can only compete in one of the Novice, Intermediate or Open competitions in the same competition year.   A horse may not compete in more than one class over the same course in any one day.  Horses must not have won a total of more than £175 (or 17 SJAI points) in affiliated BSJA competitions prior to the date of the close of preliminary entries.  Those horse and rider combinations that have been placed in the first ten individually in the Open or Intermediate Championships are not eligible to compete in the Intermediate or Novice competitions in the following year.  

Junior Open Outdoor Show Jumping

First round max fence height 3” (90 cm).  Second round max fence height 3’3” (1m).  Team of four riders, with the best three scores to count.  Also open to individual entries. All team members are automatically entered as individuals, so if the team does not get placed a team member can still be placed.  All riders compete in two rounds of jumping. The second round is timed and these times are used to determine lower placings, if faults alone cannot do this.  Each team will jump two rounds with the best three scores in each round to count for the team total.  In the event of team equality for first place at the end of the second round, there will be a jump-off. 

Eligibility of horses and riders:  

A horse can only compete in one of the Novice, Intermediate or Open competitions in the same competition year.   A horse may not compete in more than one class over the same course in any one day.  Horses must not have won a total of more than £400 in BSJA (or 45 SJAI points for horses or 160 for ponies) prior to the date of the close of preliminary entries. 

Senior Open Outdoor Show Jumping

First round max fence height 3’6” (1.10m).  Second round max fence height 3’9” (1.15m).   Team of four riders, with the best three scores to count.  Also open to individual entries. All team members are automatically entered as individuals, so if the team does not get placed a team member can still be placed.  All riders compete in two rounds of jumping. The second round is timed and these times are used to determine lower placings, if faults alone cannot do this.  Each team will jump two rounds with the best three scores in each round to count for the team total.  In the event of team equality for first place at the end of the second round, there will be a jump-off. 

Eligibility of horses and riders:  

A horse can only compete in one of the Novice, Intermediate or Open competitions in the same competition year.  A horse may not compete in more than one class over the same course in any one day.  Horses must not have won a total of more than £600 in BSJA (or 56 SJAI points) in affiliated BSJA competitions prior to the date of the close of preliminary entries.  

JUNIOR AND SENIOR HORSE TRIALS (ODE)

Junior and Senior Novice Horse Trials  

Approx fence heights 2’9“ (85 cm) show jumping, 2’9” (85 cm) cross-country.   Team of four riders, with the best three scores to count.  Also open to individual entries.  All team members are automatically entered as individuals, so if the team does not get placed a team member can still be placed in their arena.  At area competitions this is a one-day event, teams that qualify for the Championship competitions this is a two-day event (inc. steeple-chase) (one-day event at Championships for Juniors).  

Eligibility of horses and riders:  

No horse may have completed a BE pre-Novice course in the current calendar year.   For individual competitors, the horse must not have any BE or IHTS points and must not have been placed in the first six places in any BE Pre-Novice competition. For teams, only two horses may be currently registered with BE and these may not have any BE points, nor must it have been placed in the first six places in any BE Pre Novice competition.   [Eligibility for Juniors – horses that have gained 21 BE or IHTS points or more are ineligible.]

Senior Intermediate Horse Trials  

Approx fence heights 3’3” (1m) show jumping, 3’3” (1m) cross-country.  Team of four riders, with the best three scores to count.  Also open to individual entries. All team members are automatically entered as individuals, so if the team does not get placed a team member can still be placed in their arena.  At Area competitions this is a one-day event, for teams which qualify for the Championship competitions this will be a two-day event (inc. steeple-chase).  

Eligibility of horses and riders:  

Horses must not have won any BE or IHTS points and must not have been placed in the first six in any British Evening pre- Novice competition.  Horses may be currently registered with BE.   Horse and rider combinations placed in the first ten individually at the Championships, may not compete in the Intermediate or Novice in the following year.  

Senior Open Horse Trials  

Approx fence heights 3’6” (1.10m) show jumping, 3’6” (1.10m) cross-country.   Team of four riders, with the best three scores to count.  Also open to individual entries. All team members are automatically entered as individuals, so if the team does not get placed a team member can still be placed in their arena.  Area competitions one-day event, Championship competitions two-day event (inc. steeple-chase).  

Eligibility of horses and riders:  

For teams, no more than two horses may be used which each have between 21-40 BE points.  Such horses will start the competition with a penalty equal to the number of points over 20 ie a horse with 25 BE points would start with 5 penalties.

Senior Special Open Horse Trials 

Approx fence heights 3’6” (1.10m) show jumping, 3’6” (1.10m) cross-country.  Open to individual entries only.  Area competitions one-day event, Championship competitions three-day event (inc. steeple-chase).  

Eligibility of horses and riders:  

Horses must have no more than 60 Horse Trials points.   Riders must have attained 3 clear show jumping and cross country rounds at BE Novice level and/or BRC Open level in the last year.

Downgrading of horses winnings 

For every full year during which a horse with BE or IHTS Horst Trials points remains unregistered, three points may be deducted for the purposes of calculating eligibility for official BRC competitions. Points recorded by SJAI are converted to pounds sterling by multiplying by a factor of 9 for horses and 2.5 for ponies. If the horse is re-registered with the relevant discipline, all previous points/winnings gained prior to the horse being un-registered, will be re-activated. For the purposes of this rule only, Horse Trials Pre Novice placings will be considered as gaining the same points as the equivalent Novice placings.  

JUNIOR AND SENIOR HUNTER TRIALS

Senior Novice Hunter Trials 

Max fence height 2’9” (85cm). Team of four riders, with the best three scores to count.  Also open to individual entries. All team members are automatically entered as individuals, so if the team does not get placed a team member can still be placed. 

Eligibility of horses and riders: 

Horses which have gained BE or IHTS points are ineligible. Horses must not have been placed in the first six in any BE Pre-Novice competition. Teams: only two horses may be currently registered with BE and these may not have any BE points nor have been placed in the first six in any BE Pre-Novice competition. 

Senior Open Hunter Trials

Max fence height 3’3” (1m).  Team of four riders, with the best three scores to count.  Also open to individual entries. All team members are automatically entered as individuals, so if the team does not get placed a team member can still be placed. 

Eligibility of horses and riders:  

Horses that have gained 21 BE or IHTS points or more are ineligible.  For every full year during which a horse with BE or IHTS Horst Trials points remains unregistered, three points may be deducted for the purposes of calculating eligibility for official BRC competitions. Points recorded by SJAI are converted to pounds sterling by multiplying by a factor of 9 for horses and 2.5 for ponies. If the horse is re-registered with the relevant discipline, all previous points/winnings gained prior to the horse being un-registered, will be re-activated. For the purposes of this rule only, Horse Trials Pre Novice placings will be considered as gaining the same points as the equivalent Novice placings.  

DRESSAGE 

Senior Novice Dressage 

Team of four riders, with the best three scores to count. NOT open to individual entries.  Each rider rides the same Preliminary test.  A horse may not compete in both the Senior Open Dressage & the Senior Novice Dressage during the same competition year. 

Eligibility of horses and riders: 

Preliminary Tests - Horses with BD grading points at close of preliminary entry are not eligible for Preliminary standard tests. The BRC Downgrading system is not applicable. Horses that have been ridden in Medium Dressage qualifiers are ineligible.  Riders - Riders who have competed in CDI or CDIO held under FEI rules since January 1, five years prior to the Championships are ineligible for this competition. Riders may not hold FBHS, BHSI, BHSII or Pony Club A test. British 

Dressage groups 1-6 are ineligible.  

Senior Open Dressage 

Team of four riders, with the best three scores to count.  Also open to individual entries.  All team members are automatically entered as individuals, so if the team does not get placed a team member can still be placed in their arena.   Each rider rides a different test: there are three Novice tests and one elementary.  A horse may not compete in both the Senior Open Dressage & the Senior Novice Dressage during the same competition year. 

Eligibility of horses and riders: 

Novice Tests - Horses with 75 or more BD grading points at close of preliminary entry are not eligible for Novice standard tests.  

Elementary Tests - Horses with 150 or more BD grading points at close of preliminary entry are not eligible for Elementary standard tests. 

Junior Dressage 

Team of four riders, with the best three scores to count.  Also open to individual entries.  All team members are automatically entered as individuals, so if the team does not get placed a team member can still be placed in their arena.   Two riders ride the same Preliminary Test and the other two will ride the same Novice Test. 

Eligibility of horses and riders: 

Preliminary Tests – Horses with BD grading points at close of preliminary entry are not eligible for Preliminary standard tests.  Novice Tests - Horses with 75 or more BD grading points at close of preliminary entry are not eligible for Novice standard tests.  

Junior and Senior Pairs Dressage 

Competition for two riders, where they ride together.   At the Championships, each rider must ride the same test as the one in which they qualified. 

Eligibility of horses and riders:  

Horses with 75 or more BD grading points at close of preliminary entry are not eligible for Novice standard tests. 

Senior Medium Dressage - For Senior individuals only

At the Championships, there will be a different test used.  

Eligibility of horses and riders:  

Medium Tests - Horses with 250 or more BD grading points at close of preliminary entry are not eligible for Medium standard tests. 

Junior and Senior Novice Dressage to Music

At the Championships, each rider must ride the same test as the one in which they qualified.  All competitors must be a current music member of British Dressage. 

Eligibility of horses and riders: 

Horses with 75 or more BD grading points at close of preliminary entry are not eligible for Novice standard tests. 

Senior Elementary Dressage to Music  

At the Championships, each rider must ride the same test as the one in which they qualified.  All competitors must be a current music member of British Dressage.

Eligibility of horses and riders:  

Horses with 150 or more BD grading points at close of preliminary entry are not eligible for Elementary standard tests. 

Senior Pairs Dressage to Music - For Senior riders only
At the Championships, each rider must ride the same test as the one in which they qualified.  All competitors must be a current music member of British Dressage. 

Eligibility of horses and riders: 

Horses with 75 or more BD grading points at close of preliminary entry are not eligible for Novice standard tests. 

Downgraded Horses 

For every full year that a horse with affiliated Dressage points remains unregistered, 12 points may be deducted when calculating eligibility for official competitions. Horses downgraded under British Dressage rules will not be able to compete at Area Qualifiers or in the Championships within six months of being downgraded. If the horse is re-registered with the relevant discipline, all previous points/winnings gained prior to the horse being un-registered, will be re-activated. 

Junior Riding Test 

Team of four riders, with the best three scores to count.  Also open to individual entries. All team members are automatically entered as individuals, so if the team does not get placed a team member can still be placed in their arena.  All team members will ride the same test.   The competition is similar to a Dressage test, but marks are allocated to the riders performance, rather than the horses performance. The rider should sit in a correct position and be able to understand and apply the aids correctly for each pace and movement asked.  

Senior Riding Test 

Team of four riders, with the best three scores to count.  Also open to individual entries. All team members are automatically entered as individuals, so if the team does not get placed a team member can still be placed in their arena.  Two team members will ride the same Novice test and the other two will ride the same Advanced test.   The competition is similar to a Dressage test, but marks are allocated to the riders performance, rather than the horses performance. The rider should sit in a correct position and be able to understand and apply the aids correctly for each pace and movement asked.  

Eligibility of horses and riders: 

Novice Test - Riding Tests 6 & 7  

Riders must not hold FBHS, BHSI, BHSII or BHSAI, nor may they have gained British Riding Clubs Equitation IV, BRC Grade IV or Pony Club A test during the ten years prior to the Championships.  Horses/Ponies must not have won more than 5 BD points or have won more than 5 BE/IHTS Horse Trials points. For every full year during which a horse with BD points or BE points remains unregistered, 12 points and 3 points respectively may be deducted for the purposes of calculating eligibility for official BRC competitions. If the horse is re-registered with the relevant discipline, all the previous points/winnings gained prior to the horse being unregistered, will be re-activated. 

Advanced Test - Riding Tests 8 & 9

Riders must not hold FBHS, BHSI and must not have Pony Club A test during the ten years prior to the Championships.  Horses/Ponies must not have won more than 50 BD points or have won more than 20 BE/IHTS Horse Trials points. For 

every full year during which a horse with BD points or BE points remains unregistered, 12 points and 3 points respectively may be deducted for the purposes of calculating eligibility for official BRC competitions. If the horse is re-registered with the relevant discipline, all the previous points/winnings gained prior to the horse being unregistered, will be re-activated. 

Junior and Senior Style Jumping (Previously known as Equitation Jumping)

Approx fence height 2’9” (85cm).   Team of four riders, with the best three scores to count.  Also open to individual entries. All team members are automatically entered as individuals, so if the team does not get placed a team member can still be placed.  Riders jump one round and it is judged on the style of the rider.  Riders must salute the judge when entering the arena, and then canter on both reins until the signal to start is given. During this time, they will be judged for style on the flat. After completing the round, the rider must again canter until the signal to finish is given. The will be judged during this time for their style. They will also be judged for the position of the rider at take-off, in the air, on landing and in the following stride at each fence. Additional marks are awarded for rider effectiveness.  The main changes since Equitation Jumping has changed to Style Jumping are that the course should now include a “stile”.  The competition will only allow simple snaffles (as per the BD rulebook) and one noseband, either a cavesson, flash, grackle or drop.  The timing for the round will be 350 mpm and a penalty of 1 per second over the optimum time.  A running martingale is allowed but will incur 5 penalty points.

Eligibility of horses and riders: 

A horse may not compete in more than one class over the same course in any one day.  Riders must not hold FBHS, BHSI or BHSII.   Horses must not have won a total of more than £175 in BSJA prior to the date of the close of preliminary entries or a total of more than 10 points in BE or IHTS Horse Trials.  

NEW RULES THAT COME INTO EFFECT ON 01 APRIL 2007:

1. Paragraphs will be added which have been adapted from the BD rule book regarding welfare of the horse and working with children.

2. There will be a rule change for Horse Trials and Hunter Trials whereby only two horses may be registered with BE to “All horses in a team may be currently registered with BE but must not have any BE points or have been placed in the first 6 in a pre-novice competition in the current calendar year”.

3. Hat Standards – Fixed Peaks will no longer be permitted for cross country competitions.

4. Open Horse Trials eligibility – to be able to use a penalties system if a team are in need of a member, eg if a horse has 25 BE points it would automatically start with 5 penalties.

5. Spurs are to be banned for all Junior competitions.

6. 3 reserves may be nominated for the Open Dressage but only 2 are allowed to be used.

7. 2 sections for the Novice Dressage to Music 0 points and 1-74 points.

