Houghton International Horse Trials
Team of 4 Dressage
Sunday 29th May 2011
It was with great excitement that we packed up for our trip to Houghton for the much awaited team of 4 dressage challenge.  The journey went well and was, thankfully, much shorter than had been expected.  Most of the team members opted to stay over the night before and we all booked into off-site stabling.  With a little trepidation, we arrived at Peaceful Pets, which was to be our accommodation for the night….
Our fears were unfounded and we were greeted by the most luxurious stabling!  The horses were certainly very happy.  Making sure they were all happy and catered for, we set off to Houghton for an afternoon of shopping, eating, watching cross country, rubbing shoulders with the pros and getting more than a little wet!
On our return to the stables, we discovered why it was called Peaceful Pets…..  It is a crematorium for the smaller animal in our lives!!  Not such a problem, apart from poor Wilson, who was still waiting in the foyer for his owner to collect him!!  As the toilet was there too, we all vowed to have a chat with him as we passed – RIP Wilson, God bless your soul…..
After a sociable evening   and a BBQ ably assisted by our commis chef Ryan, we had an early night, crammed into various lorries, tents and trailers, for a fairly sleepless night (aided by some lovely hummimg!)
The morning dawned dry, if overcast and blustery.  Frantic plaiting, washing & car packing meant we were on the road and reached the showground in good time.  It was rather a daunting experience for one or two of the horses, but everyone stayed together and there were some lovely tests.
Due to the fact that this was the first time that this event has been run at Houghton, and a few technical hitches in the secretary’s office, we had to wait for a while for the full results.  But it was worth the wait and Deben Riding Club came home with some very credible results.  Full results are below.
Just to thank everyone who made the effort to travel to Houghton, to Ann for lending Blossom (and not selling her to Pippa), to all the helpers/grooms who assisted us & kept us calm, and especially to Abi for organising a fab team event and riding Blossom spectacularly.  Roll on 2012 – get it in your diaries and let us know if you would like to be a part of a great weekend!
Results:		Deben Black (Abi Jacobs on Blossom; Helen Stewart on Lars Knight; Carrie Eve on Stream of Silver; Jess Zampi on Nemesis)	3rd
[bookmark: _GoBack]Deben Red (Alice Hallows on Outstanding Account; Mike Hallows on Howards Dan; Nic Davison on Carvin; Wendy Fry on It’s a Mystery)		5th
Individual results:
Prelim 10: 	Mike Hallows	9th		Novice 24:	Carrie Eve 	5th Wendy Fry 7th
Novice 34:	Wendy Fry 	2nd	Helen Stewart	5th	Carrie Eve	6th 
