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Dear Members

Summer is nearly over so hope everyone has had lots of stubble field fun.  The competition season is well underway with the Area 14 dressage, riding test and style jumping team competitions all behind us.  The juniors have again been sweeping the board with their results.  This has been due to the hard work they have put in with their ponies and the efforts of Debbie Mace organising training sessions for those who wanted to be part of the teams.  It really has paid off.  Well done all.  If I list the results I will fill the newsletter and there is so much else to tell as well.  The results are all on our website so if you haven’t logged on lately its worth a visit.  Lynn Harbottle works hard to keep it up to date with all the club’s goings on.  The committee would also like to thank all those members who have helped at the above and other events so far this year and request that if you haven’t yet offered your help please let a committee member know as we still need helpers for the hunter trials in August and the show jumping and dressage in the autumn.  I know I’ve said it before but here I go again – These events could not happen without the help of volunteers!!! So please step forward.
We had some very useful and informative talks in the spring from Simple systems feeds and a Cytek shoeing farrier.  The feedback on these evenings was very positive.  Let the committee know if there are other subjects you would like us to try and arrange similar evenings in the autumn.  On the cards already is a visit to Woodbridge vets (possibly in their new premises) and a talk from Ben Ryder Davis on the options available should that unfortunate time come when we have to consider the end of our beloved horse’s life.

Also in the pipe line is a possible training and exam day for the new WATO transportation certificate.  We recommend that any of our members who transport their own horses on journeys over 65 km or transport horses that don’t belong to them seriously consider taking this exam.  For more information check out  www.britishdrivingsociety.co.uk.  It may be that you do not currently fall into the categories they state as needing the certificate.  However, these are constantly subject to change so our feeling is that you are better covered than not for the future.  

Now is the best time of year to enjoy your horses and ponies so happy riding and we look forward to seeing you at a riding club event soon.
Katie Foreman on behalf of the committee

