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25th May 2007
LOCAL RIDING CLUB AWARDED 

BT COMMUNITY CHAMPIONS GRANT

Local group, Deben Riding Club, in Suffolk has been awarded £165 by the BT Community Champions award scheme thanks to the voluntary work of Lynn Harbottle, a BT employee based at Adastral Park in Martlesham.  Run by BT’s charity programme, BT Community Champions awards BT people with funding on behalf of local community groups, charities and organisations where they work on a voluntary basis.
Following the third review in 2006-07, funding has been allocated to a variety of groups who demonstrated how the award would make a difference to their group and benefit their local community.  Deben Riding Club is one of hundreds that applied for an award during Review One of the scheme and impressed judges with how they would use their grant.
The group plans to use its £165 award to help towards the costs of supporting teams who qualify for the National Championships in Lincoln, continuing with the Equine Welfare training that they are doing within the club and for buying white boards for taking numbers at rings
Amanda Salmon, Treasurer of the Deben Riding  Club said: “We are very pleased with our BT Community Champions award.  We hold lots of fund raising event’s throughout the year in order to offer something for all our members and we feel this contribution from BT has given us a huge boost so early in the year”.
Lynn Harbottle, a Project Manager from BT OneIT who applied for the award on behalf of the group, added: “I have been a volunteer non riding member of the Deben Riding  Club for two years now.  I have been very impressed with the breadth of activities the club offers and I believe the British Riding Clubs movement which Deben Riding Club is  affiliated to the give an excellent opportunity for local riders to come together and compete as teams.  The BT Community Champions award scheme provides a great opportunity for community groups like ours – every contribution makes a difference. 

BT people can apply for a BT Community Champions award to receive cash grants of up to £500.  Funding can be used for purchasing specific equipment or as a contribution towards a particular project.  Alternatively, they can apply for a full set of football kit – for under 18’s team or for a team of adults with disabilities.  For further details visit: www.btcommunitychampions.com   
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For further information about the BT Community Champions award for Deben Riding Club please contact the BT Community Champions Press Office on 020 7299 4163 or log on to: www.btcommunitychampions.com or   http://www.debenridingclub.org/
About BT

BT is one of the world’s leading providers of communications solutions and services operating in 170 countries.  Its principal activities include networked IT services; local, national and international telecommunications services; higher-value broadband and internet products and services and converged fixed/mobile products and services.  BT consists principally of four lines of business: BT Global Services, Openreach, BT Retail and BT Wholesale.

In the year ended 31 March 2007, BT Group plc’s revenue was £20,223 million with profit before taxation of £2,484 million.

British Telecommunications plc (BT) is a wholly-owned subsidiary of BT Group and encompasses virtually all businesses and assets of the BT Group.  BT Group plc is listed on stock exchanges in London and New York.  
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