2007 AGM Junior Team Report

What can I say! I never thought it would be possible to improve on last years results but it seems that with the Deben Riding Club then anything is possible.

With over 75% of members representing teams this year with ages ranging from 10 upward our achievements speak for themselves.

First up was Indoor SJ at Wiz on a cold day in Feb, though we did look fabulous in our new saddlescloths kindly sponsored by Keith Hunter, one of our parents.  Black team were unplaced though had impressive 2nd rounds were Posy, Amber, Carrie and Alice.  Red team Posy, Jess, Joe and Rosie were 2nd in qualifier and 4th in Area.

Next event was the Area 14 dressage at SSG.  We fielded two teams Eleanor, Chelsey, Posy and Jess 2nd in Qualifier and Area.  Joe, Grace, Jess and Posy were 5th in Qualifier and Area.  Also Carrie and Chloe took pars as individuals and got Individual placings.  Jess placed 1st and 2nd as Ind.  Posy placed 3rd and 5th as ind.  Grace placed 2nd as ind.

Grace and Jess won the pairs junior dressage for the second year running.  Next competition was also in the pouring rain was the Riding Test and Style Jumping with horsebox problems en route, we picked a competitor and horse up from a layby on the A14 and left horsebox for the husband to sort out and Mears garage to help get us out of a pickle.

Apart from the weather this was a very successful day for the Deben winning all three competition.

Riding Test, which is judged purely on how the horse is ridded, not just the way the horse is schooled proved the results that all our behind the scenes training is well worth it.  RT teams were 1st Posy, Joe, Grace and Jess.  3rd Placed Joanne, Jess, Posy and Carrie.  4th Place were Eleanor, Charlotte, Chelsey and Rosie and many individual placings.

Style jumping even with a few hiccups on the day came 1st consisting of Eleanor, Rosie, Grace and Jess with Jess and Grace also being placed 1st and 2nd as individuals.

Combined training which consists of a dressage test and a round of SJ.  We put in two teams 1st were Eleanor, Grace, Posy and Jess.  Our second team the unplaced put though unplaced put in a very good performance especially as they were made up of some of our younger members who had never been on a team before such as Joanne, Rosie, Charlotte.

Novice SJ at Weston Park was yet another wet day, We were towed on and off the field the shack van had run out of snacks but still the Deben led the way with Ind placings for Rosie and Alice.

The Hunter Trials at Poplar proved again to be successful for the Deben.  We were first our on the course, all going well until Amber had a really nasty fall in the long meadow, but like a real trooper, she came back fighting.  Posy, Jess and Grace made up the rest of the team with Jess finally taking top place.

Now on to the Championships.  First up was the junior OBE held at Offchurch in Warwick.  With Jess travelling as an individual and no back up from a team Sue Westmore kindly gave up her time to help and support Jess who after a good dressage test, clear SJ and clear XC with no time penalties finished in 7th place.  Well done to her – and Badger.

Then finally came the National Championships at Lincoln in September.

What a nightmare, who wants to be a team manager, with late results coming through from Head Office and many results being amended we had only just over a week to put plans in place.  With 8 competitors qualifying and 8 ponies to get there, it was a mighty rush to organise the stabling and help etc.  So after a few blips, everything fell into place.

The weekend was fabulous, weather glorious, morale was great and the children did us proud, a tear in my eye on many occasions on the Sunday.

With times ranging from 9am to late afternoon it was hectic.  Dressage team were 5th with Eleanor, Chelsey, Jess and Posy.  Individual placings were 10th, 10th, and 4th.

Riding Test teams were 8th – Posy, Jess, Grace and Joe.  Ind placings – 6th and 7th.

Ind Dressage of Jess on Domino were 4th.

Pairs Dressage.  After coming a wonderful 4th in 2006 went one better and came 2nd in 2007.

Nov SJ Alice Verrill a tough two rounds, two clears though unplaced.

Thanks also to our trainers, Zara Pawley and Sarah Hallows.  The results speak for themselves.

I would like to end my team report for this year with a few thank you’s.  Firstly to the committee and especially to Lynn who has helped me all year, secondly to Terry for allowing me the time to devote to the riding club and thirdly to all the juniors for all their commitment and dedication throughout the year.

At Lincoln three Area 14 reps came up to me and commended the Deben youngsters not only for their superb riding and results but for their professionalism and sportsmanship.  Something that all us seniors should be proud of.  

I am privileged to be part of such a super squad.

Lastly I would like to thank Jess for her hard word and unfailing support and kindness to all the younger members overt the past 4 years.  She has always been there for everyone else and me.  Here’s hoping she may squeeze into the senior team next year.  Good luck to her in the future.

