Chairman’s Report 22nd  November AGM

Thank you all for coming along tonight.  I will give a brief resume of the clubs events through 2007.

January saw several members take advantage of a ‘taster day’ with the East Anglian Bloodhounds at Bluegates, Wherstead.  Roger Clark kindly allowed members to ride at a reduced rate of £20.  We were particularly proud to see committee member Sue Westmore and her veteran ride Crabby in the position of field master.  

In February we held a Tack Sale and Quiz here at Custom House.  Lots of items on display, and hopefully money changing hands.  This was followed by a talk on the benefits of bio magnets for our equine friends.  Jane didn’t disappoint with her well prepared quiz, her varied fun questions entertainment for us all.

March 4th saw the club gather for the first time at Otley college equestrian facility for Helen and Stephanie Turner to give a showing master class.  The pair worked extraordinarily hard and an improvement was seen in every participant.  The duo’s experience left every question fully answered.

It is the club’s intention to encourage and improve our members.  To this end we ran a series of lectures taken by Fiona Forest, towards Horse Welfare 1 Exam.  Thank you to Debbie Mace for her ponies and facilities and I’m very delighted to say all candidates passed. 

April 2nd was the AGM of the Felixstowe and District Riding Tracks Association.  Thank you to all members who went along to show their support.

Abi Jacobs ran the members dressage at Kembroke, always a popular competition.  Members cups won throughout the year will be presented tonight.

The big Area 14 dressage event held at Trinity Park was again seamlessly organised by Jill Hillyard.  Many helpers are required to run an event of this size and I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to all of you who helped.  Especially Jill who has volunteered to run it all again in 2008!!  Anyone not already involved, please put your name forward tonight.

Throughout the year we run instructional rallies for our juniors, usually at Kembroke Hall.  To co-ordinate these takes great commitment and I would like to than Debbie Collins for making this job her own.

Thank you also to Iona Ash who made her facilities, which includes a swimming pool, available to our juniors.

The sponsored ride at Broxstead Estate by kind permission of A J Paul was not well supported – but it seems the equestrian calender is full to capacity.  For those who did ride though an excellent opportunity to enjoy this lovely estate.

Katie Foreman successfully steered our July showing show, with several judges presiding over 4 rings.  Torrential rain and a breakdown with her car didn’t dampen her enthusiasm and a good time was had by all.

In August our first Adult camp was held at Great Witchingham with 12 seniors and 4 juniors attending for half a day.

August 19th brought us again to the Hunter Trial’s with all hands on deck.  Sue Westmore and Lynn Harbottle brought the results to us with amazing speed using their electronic scoring system.  Poplar Park was again a great venue and entries had to be closed before the day.

We were well represented at the National Championships again this year and continue to be a very successful club at Area level.

A first for the Deben in October organised by Chris Marsh a race night held at Ipswich Rugby Club, many thanks to Richard Goodall.  This proved to be a lively night with some very good raffle prizes.  The profits from this event were shared with the very deserving Air Ambulance.

Our open dressage, again run by Abi Jacobs at Orwell Arena was well supported and entries were closed before the day.  May I remind members to send their entries in early to avoid disappointment.  A busy weekend just gone saw 8 members successfully pass Horse Welfare 2.  Many thanks to Helen Stewart who has trained the group over the past months and also Heather Stennett who allowed us to use her facilities.

On Sunday our indoor showjumping jointly run by Lynn Harbottle and Chris Marsh escaped the torrential rain forecast and ran smoothly.  Well done to them both in organising their first ridden event.

Finally I would like to thank Sue Westmore for organising the Moray Nicholson Clinicss again this year.  Moray has proved to be so popular with riders of all levels early booking is advised.

Thanks to a hard working committee who are all willing to stand again for 2008.  It is our intention to make life easer for our points secretary, a book will be present at all relevant events and we ask members interested in winning attendance trophies to make sure they sign the book.

Also for winner at events please bring your membership cards for signing to make sure cups are correctly allocated.

Please welcome our newly elected President Lady Caroline Tyrell who will present the clubs cups tonight.

